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Shunt malfunction

Signs of a shunt malfunction are the same as signs of hydrocephalus, and include:

e Atense or bulging fontanelle (soft spot) on top of the head (in babies)
e Alarge head (in babies/toddlers)

e Nausea and vomiting

o Headache

e Sleepiness

e Poor feeding

e lIrritability

e Changes in vision

e Prominent scalp veins

o Problems with movement, balance or coordination

e Changes in personality or behaviour

e Decline in school or nursery performance

e Seizures

o Feeling the child is "just not quite right"

e Eyes that are fixed looking downwards (called sun-setting eyes)

Shunt infection

Signs of a shunt infection can include:

e A high temperature (38°C or more)

Redness and tenderness along the length of the shunt or incision site
Abdominal (tummy) pain

Feeling sick, loss of appetite

o A stiff neck

e Headache

www.nhs.uk/conditions/hydrocephalus/
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